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District 17 

Holiday Get Together 
 

 

   This year the District 17 Holiday Get Together 

was held at the Otter Lake Lodge on Fort 

Richardson.  

   Upon arriving, Pat Fairbanks, keeper of the 

dinner tickets and door prize tickets, greeted all 

with the phrase; “No ticket – no dinner. Pay here”. 

And what a dinner it was, but more of that later.  
 

 
 

   We congregated downstairs while the dining 

area was decorated and the food buffet line set up. 

This gave us all a chance to catch up with 

members from other flotillas we haven’t seen 

recently. And it gave us the opportunity to tickle 

our appetites with the smells of the meal cooking.  

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

   When we arrived upstairs, our very own US 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Chefs greeted us. 

 

 
 

   Chef Richard Fairbanks and Chef Marie Sholle 

out did themselves with the holiday feast. They 

provided all the traditional side dishes, shrimp, 

prime rib, ham, and turkey. All were cooked to 

perfection. No one went away hungry and all for a 

very reasonable $10.00 meal price. Thank you, 

Richard and Marie for the great meal. 

Whittier Soundings 
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   As you can see by these pictures, we had a good 

turn out. After the meal we had the chance to 

continue our visits with auxiliary members from 

others flotillas. Captain DeVries and other 

members from Sector Anchorage also attended.   

   

   After the meal it was the Mike (COMO Mike 

Folkerts) and Bob (OTO Bob Gross) show. First 

they sold tickets for the raffle. Throughout the 

evening they raffled off some of the nice items 

collected this year.  

   They were our MCs for the gift exchange. This 

year the rules were adjusted to a gift chosen could 

be taken once then became off limits. It worked 

well for all unless you talk with Jim Mongold.  

 
COMO Folkerts, Jim Mongold, OTO Bob Gross 

 

   This year, Jim chose first and got a great gift. Of 

course the next person took that gift. Jim was able 

to make new choices several times as one after 

another took the gift Jim had chosen, sending him 

back for more.  

 

 
Jim Mongold, COMO Mike Folkerts, OTO Bob Gross 

  

 
COMO Mike Folkerts, Assistant DIRAUX Lori Cook,  

OTO Bob Gross 
    
 

 
Director of Auxiliary Sue Albright 
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   Captain DeVries of Sector Anchorage chose a 

gift that has the USCG Auxiliary logo. 
 

 
COMO Mike Folkerts, Captain DeVries, OTO Bob Gross 

 

   Of course we can’t forget the delicious pies 

made by our chefs.  

 
 

   For those of you that haven’t been to the District 

Holiday Get Together before, plan to attend next 

year. For all attending this year it was an excellent 

combination of good company, good fun and a 

culinary delight.  

 
All photos courtesy of Stewart Sterling 

 

Holiday Party and 

Change of Watch 
 

 

WHITTIER FLOTILLA 

 
 

You are cordially invited to attend the 2007 

Whittier Flotilla Holiday Party 
 

Saturday, December 8, 2007 
 

6:00 PM – 10:00 PM 
 

UAA Student Union Den (see link to map) 

http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/map/ 
 

The student union is building #13 
 

This will be a potluck dinner 
 

Those who are not bringing ham, turkey, potatoes, 

green vegetables, and the other essentials, please 

bring your favorite potluck dish.  This year we are 

requesting those who are bringing dishes also 

print out a copy of the recipe for each and bring it 

(unless of course you are bringing things that 

don’t have a recipe.) 
 

6:00 – 7:00 - Arrive, set up your dishes & mingle 

7:00 – Dinner 

8:00 – Program and gift exchange  
 

   We will have the Change of Watch, swearing in 

our new officers, raffle drawing, and the fun gift 

exchange. 
 

   If you wish to participate in the gift exchange, 

please bring one gift per person, cost not to exceed 

$20.00. 
 

   We have an alcohol permit for this event.  There 

will be a two-drink per person limit, which must 

be monitored and enforced under the rules of the 

permit.  
 

   RSVP with your name, how many will attend, 

and what you plan to bring by December 1 to 

dbarbarick@gci.net 
 

 
 

 

http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/map/
mailto:dbarbarick@gci.net
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November Flotilla Meeting 

 
 

   Captain DeVries of Sector Anchorage attended 

the November flotilla meeting.  

 
Captain DeVries 

   Captain DeVries recognized Sig Murphy and 

Stewart Sterling for their role in the rescue of the 

plane crash victim September 22.  

 

 
Stewart Sterling, Sig Murphy, Capt. Devries 

 

   Captain DeVries presented a Sector Anchorage 

coin to them. Known as a Challenge Coin, it is 

given in recognition of an individual’s exemplary 

action in duty.   

   During meeting the meeting the following 

awards were presented by Russ Lyday. 

 

Superior Performance of Duty 

 
Terry Stoddard, Sylvia Condy, Sig Murphy 

 

Instructor Qualification 

 
Dan Wagner 

 

NSB 25’ Crew Member 

 
Rae De Ley 

 

PWC Operator 

 
Sig Murphy 

 

Administrative Procedures Course 

 
Tom Kane, Bill Morris, Cathey Sterling 
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   As all of you know, the November meeting was 

the last official meeting of the year making it the 

last meeting for Russ Lyday as Flotilla 

Commander and Bill Morris as Flotilla Vice 

Commander.  

 
Russ Lyday, Bill Morris 

 

   We should all take the time to say thank you to 

Russ and Bill for their leadership through the year.  

   They helped get us through several changes this 

year, making the way smoother for us, the flotilla 

members.  

 

 
Russ Lyday 

Member Training 
 

By Rae De Ley FSO-MT 

 

   On November 17 we had a number of training 

opportunities. There was land based Crew 

training, an Incident System (IS) 700 and 800 

class, and an 8 hour Team Coordination Training 

(TCT) session. I was very glad to see some of the 

Whittier members were able to attend.   

    Land based Crew Training was for members 

working toward Auxiliary (Aux) Crew.  

   In the Aux Crew Book, there are some tasks 

which can only be done on board an Operational 

Facility. But many tasks, such as tying knots or 

showing that you know how to use a signal mirror, 

can be done pretty much any where. By taking 

part in land based training, a member can acquire 

many sign offs so that come summer they are well 

on the way to making Aux Crew.     

   If you were unable to attend land based Crew 

training, do not feel left out. Any member who is 

Auxiliary Crew or Coxswain can quiz you on 

tasks and help you with your sign offs. Don't 

hesitate to ask some one if they would sit down 

with you and quiz you on your boating 

knowledge. If you do not have a Crew book for 

sign offs or an Auxiliary Boat Crew manual, let 

me know. I have a supply of both right now. 

   The Incident System (IS) 700 and 800 Class was 

for people in the Operations Program. IS provides 

the frame work for how various agencies work 

together in a large scale emergency such as a 

major earthquake or an oil spill. Because of their 

IS Training members of the Whittier Flotilla have 

been able to help in Unalaska and even in 

Louisiana. If you are interested in the Aux 

Operations Program and you wish to get started on 

these classes, let me know. They can be done by 

independent study from the Federal Emergency 

Management (FEMA) web site. I have an IS 

information packet that will get you started on the 

process and directed to the proper site for on-line 

study and testing.    

   Lastly, there was an 8 hour Team Coordination 

Training (TCT) session. Like IS, TCT is for 

people in the Operations Program. It is a class that 

must be taken once every five years by Aux Crew 

members, with occasional one hour TCT refresher 

sessions. TCT is a class that teaches 

communication, and the importance of team work. 

   It is a chance to try various exercises, and to 

review case studies from actual events that have 

been experienced by members of the Aux.  This 

class can not be done by independent study, but 

another 8 Hour TCT will be offered in spring 

2008.   

   If you have questions about these classes or any 

future Aux training opportunities, drop me a line 

at Rae_deley@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:Rae_deley@hotmail.com
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New Member Applicants 
 

By Sue Whitney FSO-PS 

  Six new member applicants successfully 

completed orientation and paperwork at our recent 

evening session October 11, 2007.  Let’s welcome 

Dave Gillespie, Steve Jones, Jenn Messick, Sue 

and Bob Sanders, and Tim Winters.  All current 

members share responsibility as mentors, helping 

as we each know how and/or are able, or by 

directing new members to appropriate resources 

and individuals.  We appreciate this new group of 

individuals’ talents, enthusiasm, involvement, and 

commitment. 

   Special thanks to all who helped at orientation: 

 Linda Shogren for room arrangements; Kathy 

Lyday with Russ Lyday and Bill Morris for 

helping with informal interview; Nancy Harvey 

and Dan Wagner with Jean Holzheimer and Kriss 

Wagner for helping with finger prints; Kevin 

Combs with Bob Harvey for dig pics; Roy 

Stoddard for dues detail; Sig Murphy, Bob 

Harvey, and Bill Holzheimer for meet-and-greet-

and all unanswered questions.  

   Eleven additional interested applicants were 

either unable to attend or got their wires crossed; 

most are still holding paperwork for attendance at 

another session in the future.    

 
              Jenn Messick 

 
                   Steve Jones 

 
            Tim Winters 

 
                         Dave Gillespie 

 

 
                 Bob Sanders 

 
                         Sue Sanders 
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http://a1700204.uscgaux.info 

 

http://a170.uscgaux.info 

 
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 

P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 
907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://a1700204.uscgaux.info/
http://a170.uscgaux.info/
mailto:alaskaaux@gci.net

